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Translated here into English for the first time is a monumental work of literary history and criticism comparable in scope and achievement to Eric Auerbach’\;s 
 \;Roaming through every genre and much of the history of Western literature, the author identifies distinct categories into which obsolete images can be classified and provides myriad examples. The function of literature, he concludes, is to remind us of what we have lost and what we are losing as we rush toward the future.

Library Journal
Orlando (theory of literature, Univ. of Pisa) is regarded as one of Europe's foremost literary critics. In this work of comparative literature translated into English for the first time, he traces Western literature's obsession with outmoded and nonfunctional objects (e.g., ruins, obsolete machinery, trash). While the book is a survey of Western literature from its beginnings to the present, Orlando's primary focus is the lyric and the novel of the 19th and 20th centuries. He believes it is at this juncture that obsolete objects begin to appear, proliferate, and take on new meaning in literature. Rather than moving beyond these objects, he writes, artists have continued employing images of them in their work. Orlando provides an extended chapter on the reactions produced by these images and another chapter of examples of works that incorporate such obsolete objects, e.g., Remembrance of Things Past, For Whom the Bell Tolls, and Lolita. This is a densely written book that expects the reader to be conversant in literary criticism. It will certainly stir debate but probably only within the academy. Recommended for academic collections. Ron Ratliff, Kansas State Univ. Lib., Manhattan Copyright 2006 Reed Business Information.
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